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STRATEGY (Furry bracts serve as insulation)
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(The bracts of Lobelia telekii protect its flowers from wind and cold via
long, hair-like shape.)
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“The lobelias carry their flowers densely packed around a thick stem that rises from the
centre of the rosette. The action of one species in folding its leaves over the bud at night also
provides considerable protection for the flowers. But the lobelia species that remains open must




have some additional device. In any case, its flowers would be far beyond the reach of its leaves
for they are produced around a column that rises several feet high.

It protects them in the same way as the tree-groundsel protects the sap in its trunk—with
lagging, and it uses not dead leaves but exceptionally long hair-like bracts which grow around
each flower and together forms a thick fur around the pillar. The flowers themselves are much
shorter than the bracts and are almost hidden by them so that the sunbirds, which pollinate the
flowers, have to thrust their heads deeply into the fur to find nectar.” (Attenborough 1995:263)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lobelia
https://www.naturefootage.com/video-clips/OFE150121 0283/male-sunbird-possibly-scarlet-
tufted-sunbird-feeds-on-giant-lobelia
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https://asknature.org/strateqgy/furry-bracts-serve-as-insulation/



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lobelia
https://www.naturefootage.com/video-clips/OFE150121_0283/male-sunbird-possibly-scarlet-tufted-sunbird-feeds-on-giant-lobelia
https://www.naturefootage.com/video-clips/OFE150121_0283/male-sunbird-possibly-scarlet-tufted-sunbird-feeds-on-giant-lobelia
https://asknature.org/strategy/furry-bracts-serve-as-insulation/

