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(The membrane attached to some arms of the blanket octopus serves as a
defense mechanism because it expands to distract predators and can be

shed if necessary.)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_blanket octopus
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“The appearance of the female is striking due to the wide, deep web attached to arms I and Il
(Portmann 1952), for which the name ‘blanket’ of ‘handkerchief’ octopus has been given (Voss
and Williamson 1971). The web is most extensive between arms | and Il and it can be expanded




or contracted to a remarkable degree. Contractions of the web are due to transverse bands of
muscle, each surrounded by elastic fibers which probably allow the web to expand after
autotomy. Besides this the edge of the web, parallel with the arm, has a row of ‘pouches’ lined by
glands; these may have a role in the attachment of the clusters of stalked eggs (Portmann 1952).
Autotomy of the web occurs along visible fracture lines when the animal is distressed. The dorsal
arms and web are held rolled back when the animal swims, but spread out if disturbed. The web
undoubtedly has several functions, as it does in Argonauta... The web when fully extended was
600 mm long and 300 mm wide, and the animal had a mantle length of 180 mm.” (Nixon and
Young 2003: 324)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_blanket octopus
https://www.onezoom.org/life/@Cephalopoda=7368?img=best any&anim=flight#x137,y372,w0.
3049

https://eol.org/pages/492783
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https://asknature.org/strateqy/deployable-web-distracts-predators/
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