2HFRE 4

55 4 4 K% (Strategy)
2P R [ CUE Rl R 1?]
STRATEGY (Flowers deceptively mimic fungi)
AE L ~ & 5 %4 Aristolochia arborea
LIVING SYSTEM
F iy 3R gD~ ~ e s Nt R

FUNCTIONS #Capture, absorb, or filter organisms #Pollinate
GERE e )

T WEIRAE | A RS LD AT B E LR AR i
(Flowers of the Aristolochia arborea tree mimic fungi to trap
unsuspecting pollinators)

3 j nlier Byl
7AW

£ PFFELRP (SUMMARY OF FUNCTIONING MECHANISMS)

I (Aristolochia arborea) - AR AERE L S AL BLZ BT R PIRLD
i B Ao B ELFAREO00 BHAE AFAFBELRFTALETE FHI N
AR LR mﬁf%‘%é*\#z BAMNK ARG ELLLJpFE > FIL T 6 A BRTAEE R AL
FEGENTR T AR v - BEGRETF —p & £ &% (Marasimus) #h
GERESIE N

EFTRE G PR BER R ARE L ETY
THA L o § @gﬁaﬁﬁmﬂgaﬁa,g£%MWE
AR R AT & F,‘?%?éf@’rﬁ"f’m B EAT ARG ch - BRI o Uk
% "LA\’ID/F"  'F /;Z ET’;%-!L]" glk?:;‘.} /F"/p.:/r'/ﬁf“”}” ° ’é%y'#i]j‘lkn—i’\%; » R g%’%\'y"
FBEAT RS o FLEAT TR FRRFE S ERIT - AT e

do o BAERET B e d 472 4 o

Aristolochia arborea is a small tree native to the moist mountainsides of El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Mexico. There are 500 or so species of Aristolochia, with most species either
found in the tropics or subtropics. Only a few are shrub or tree-like. Aristolochia arborea is
special because it produces flowers close to or directly on the forest floor. In addition, at the
center of the flower is what appears to be a mushroom-shaped fungus-gnat blossom from the




fungi family Marasimus.

This mimicry is a trick the flower uses to attract specific pollinators. In this case,
Aristolochia arborea is trying to attract mushroom gnats, which lay their eggs on fungus-gnat
blossoms. Aristolochia mimics the look and scent of the blossoms, and unsuspecting gnats land
on the flower to lay their eggs. Hidden inside the Aristolochia flower is a trap similar to a
pitcher plant. The surface of the flower is slippery, and gnats that land slide down the flower and
get loaded with pollen. The gnat escapes, only to fall prey to another Aristolochia flower.
Loaded with pollen, the gnat delivers the pollen to a new flower, helping to pollinate it and
ensuring more Aristolochia flowers will grow.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/aristolochia arborea
https://www.onezoom.org/life/@aristolochia arborea
https://eol.org/pages/5103131
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https://asknature.org/strateqy/flowers-deceptively-mimic-fungi/
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