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(Branches of Caribbean stony coral protect the core colony by programmed

breakage.)
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“The Caribbean stony coral Acropora cervicornis forms long, slim branches (a stress
increasing shape) supported by brittle skeletal material. We can predict that these corals would
break in rapid water flow, yet we find that they thrive on wave-swept forereefs. A. cervicornis do
often break, but the broken-off pieces survive and grow. Such ‘programmed breakage’ and growth
appears to be the main mechanism of asexual reproduction and dispersal of 4. cervicornis
colonies...Furthermore, when bits of an organism or colony break off, the flow forces on the whole
structure can be reduced, hence partial breakage can prevent total destruction.” (Koehl 1984: 67)
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