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( Aurase is an investigational product containing maggot enzymes that
aims to help remove dead or diseased tissue in a wound )
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Maggots feed on dead and dying tissue and are known to secrete enzymes that allow them to
digest the wound debris, leaving behind a healthy wound for healing.

Maggots lack the teeth or beaks that would enable them to tear into old, dried-out meat. Instead,
their mouth hooks and rough skin scrape away dead flesh as they crawl across a carcass. Then
they secrete enzymes that liquefy the dead tissue, making it easier to swallow and digest.
Maggot secretions contain at least 185 individual peptidase enzymes, some of which have been
linked to reducing inflammation, eliminating bacteria, coagulating blood, and stimulating
healing responses.
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“Clinical experience suggests that larval therapy can achieve debridement more swiftly than
wound dressings. One RCT of larval therapy, involving only 12 patients with VLUfound that
larval therapy resulted in quicker debridement compared with a hydrogel”. ( Naik G et al
2017 : 123)

“The therapeutic action underlying larval debridement therapy can be described as multifactorial
with larvae exerting a beneficial effect on the healing of sloughy and infected wounds. The
activity is primarily due to the mechanical and physiological properties of the larvae and is
assisted by the enzymatic/chemical components of the therapy. Larvae thrive on proteinacious
material, which they digest extracorporally and subsequently take up as their food.” ( Naik G et
al 2017 : 123)

“More recently, one key enzyme, insect-specific serine proteinase with a chymotrypsin-like
activity, was isolated from secretions of Lucilia sericata larvae and shown to degrade venous leg




ulcer slough ex vivo. The impact of L. sericata larvae on the wound healing process and
granulation tissue formation has been shown, in particular by modifying fibroblast adhesion to
collagen and fibronectin, and there is further evidence of synergism between larval excretions
that have been shown to influence the antibacterial activity of different antibiotics.”(Elizabeth
Mudge et al 2014 : 44)
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