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(Neurons aid organisms in reacting to environmental stimuli because
they collaborate to sense the environment, share information, and filter

unimportant information)
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Feng Zhao, a computer scientist at Xerox’s Palo Alto Research Center, proposes equipping
machinery and structures with ‘collaborating sensors’ reminiscent of neurons. These sensors
would respond adaptively to the physical environment, infer the needs of their human operators,
share information within the network, and filter out unimportant details. A building or piece of
equipment containing these sensors would behave almost organically.
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(Mammals

Class Mammalia (“breast): Bats, cats, whales, horses, humans

Mammals make up less than 1% of all animals on earth, but they include some of the most well-
known species. We know first-hand some of the characteristics that make mammals unique, like
having hair, being able to sweat, and producing milk through mammary glands. Another critical
shared feature is a set of highly-specialized teeth. Unlike sharks or alligators, for example,
whose teeth are generally all the same size and shape, mammals have differently shaped teeth in
different areas of the jaws to target specific foods or foraging strategies.)
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